3MG

Three Messy Guitars explaining themselves.
TRIAD

Hammerin’ Hank, Guitar George, and Bessie Smith

Ever since I’ve been experimenting with MIDI interfaces, wave files, MP3 files, and digital audio; I wondered what I could do with my three favorite guitars.  Obviously, they talked me into it.  I hope it was as much fun for them as it was for me.  Some say that it’s unbalanced to personify my guitars.  I say, “Listen to the music that they make!  How can you not personify them?”  The trio plays together on this one.

NEON

Are there Neon Lights on the Road to Hell?

Georgie is playing beside himself on this one.  Many thanks to Mark S. for making this song happen.  It was his idea and my interpretation.  By the way, there are!

ROUNDER

The World Just Seems a Little Bit Rounder Tonight

The older you get, the more you understand.  You eventually lose the superstitions and myths that led you through your younger years.  Some of the world comes into focus and other parts of it get blurrier than they’ve ever been before.  It is infinitely frustrating that you don’t understand what is going on today or what will go on tomorrow, when at the same time, yesterday seems so clear.  How about that?  The trio plays together on this one.

ANYHOW

I Wonder What They’re Feeling Now

Watching other people’s children grow up in suburbia often makes me wonder how I was able to branch out beyond the universe within which I was born and subsequently matured.  In light of the war in Iraq, I really do wonder what the children are feeling now.  Bessie plays both parts of a duet on this one.  Lots of finger picking.  I love it.  My apologies go out to Mr. Bob Dylan for stealing so many of his lines and so many of his rhymes.

GO

They Gotta Go

Henry’s only solo performance on this CD.  It’s ZZ Top meets Bob Dylan’s “Cold Irons Bound” all set in suburban Ellicott City, MD.  It’s weird, but I like the way it came out.

AGAIN

It’s Happening Again

Watching those with who you have daily contact have their interpersonal relationships disintegrate is nothing short of heartbreaking.  If we are indeed put upon this earth to learn, it seems that it often takes too much trial and error.  Only the street sweeper knows how many tears have to be brushed aside in order to find what one is looking for.  Georgie and Bessie play somewhat awkwardly together on this track.  The uncomfortable mix, however unintentional seems to achieve the desired effect.

GONE

The Lawn Mowing Song

I thought up this song while I was mowing the lawn and watching the couple across the street fighting in their driveway.  Eventually, she got into her car, slammed the door and tore off down the street like a drag racer.  The song wrote itself when I finally got a guitar in my hands.  Living in an ideal neighborhood with all of these ideal people makes you wonder what happens when even this doesn’t work out.  Bessie and George kind of get their shit together on this one.  I really like the music, even if mowing the lawn is not a philosophical poetic experience.

HEALED

Have You Been To The Mountain?

Georgie is just being himself here.  I guess the real question that everyone wants answered is whether or not they are spending their time on this earth thinking about the things that they enjoy thinking about.  After all, it is our conscious thought that makes us what we are.  I fear, however, that we sometimes get so caught up in what we are trying to do that we forget about how good it feels to think what we want to think!

HEARTBEATS

I Only Want To Be With You

Georgie again!  I was trying to re-create the feeling I got when Charlie Reber and I played Bob Dylan’s “Crash on the Levee”  about twenty years ago back in Texas.  The song is nothing more than a reaffirmation of my love for my wife. I may have gone overboard trying to be clever while getting my point across.  She is, after all, the best thing that has ever happened to me.

RAGTIME

That Time of the Month

The trio plays again, albeit a little out of tune.  They don’t make computers powerful enough to calculate the time I spent trying to learn the instrumental parts to this song.  If there is a moral to this song, it is that people work so hard that they sometimes forget to find time to do the things that they love to do and be with the ones they love doing them with.  Opportunities lost cannot be recaptured.

GOOSE

Is What Is Good for the Goose Good For the Gander?

George is showing off the fact that he is the guitar that I play best.  There are double standards everywhere.  The trick is getting what you want in spite of the hypocrisy.  Eventually, everyone finds a place to make their nest. 

DIRT

What Ever Happened to Dirt Cheap Wine

The trio says goodnight on this.  I used CD titles, song titles, and lines from 42 of my previous recordings while making up the lyrics.  I still miss the days when the music was the most important thing, however, I love it when the music is the payoff for a lifetime filled with interaction, inspiration, introspection, and wonder. 

